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Abstract: This paper explains the background of Japan’s unitary system of
government and local autonomy, traces back the evolution of Japan’s planning
legislation and spatial planning system, and analyzes relevant issues such as the
division of powers, horizontal coordination and hierarchical transmission, and
the legal guarantee for the operation of the planning system. On this basis,
combined with the background of the modernization of national governance
system and governance capacity, this paper discusses some enlightenment to the
reform and institutional construction of China’s spatial planning, including
improving the system of laws and regulations, standardizing the compilation
and implementation of spatial planning; the planning authority of governments
at all levels should be set reasonably, emphasizing the transmission at different
levels and stimulating the governance vitality at the grassroots level; simplifying
the content of the master plan, clarifying the power of compilation and review,
and attaching importance to the coordination mechanism of the plan, ect.
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