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Essential Features and Practical Examples of Density Zoning Control in Urban Planning
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Abstract: As a public intervention in the built environment, urban planning consists
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of two main components: planning compilation and development control, while
density (development intensity) control is one of the core indicators of development
control. This paper briefly describes the essential features of urban density zoning
control, which can be summarized as generality and particularity, as well as hieratical
and adaptive. Generality refers to common rules that applies to almost all areas of the
city, while particularity refers to specific rules involved in some areas of the city that
require local amendments to density zoning controls. The practice of cities at home
and abroad shows that urban density zoning control is based on general regulations
of development intensity control according to land use types and location conditions,
with local specificity reflected through local modifications. The hierachy of urban
density zoning control includes total urban development at the macro level, density
zoning at the meso level, and development intensity allocation at the micro-level; while
adaptability implies the adaptation both in spatial and temporal dimensions. In the
context of China’s current new urbanization, urban density zoning control will play an
increasingly important role in achieving high-quality urban development, implementing
national policy guidance and shaping urban characteristics
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