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German Sub-regions’ Equivalent Living Conditions Assessment: Methods and Implications

BERFA RIRAR A
XUE Shirui, LEI Zhendong, GAO Ya

WE. “RAFLE54 REAATHIAL2NT. ORRAERRANKNBIF, HAEENAMNKTE> 2EFREFINE—H, &
HREWEFNE S, RN —BARRN MR ERE TP EH RGNS LFFAL, BHAMEDR, G Rk LaiEaLF A, 29
THREBRFELHRRELE L, ZAFYARKME AL —A A5, 2018 FRAREE L RARRES KHFGRELEMNK A, § AT 4545
BIR—EF oA K 5 R — 28 iF— AR A S B A AR K b & EFHRF et oL, Fl AR AR KA E SRR a4
WH B HRE, HEEEFRE ST ERLSRERE, ZHRRAA R LR, —RBIAF RLG TR B RBE A K0 L4547, REL
LR EL2EFHKFHER, AFALy; SRR VWA RESAHEHL Ak (BUERE) 5k (ZWF0)” Wedslc, &T30F
/A Al K ROA R AN A E RN AR, 3T AE B L F R AT AR 5 R oK N R A F s S
B, RHFHBLARITE, BB Aext o HRRR R AGLRFE,

Abstract: “Equivalent Living Condition” is a longstanding goal of social justice and the nature of the welfare state in Germany, which refers to the uniformity
of access to all types of living services in any given region, encompassing regional differences and diversity. It was initially intended to address the urban-rural
divide brought about by the impact of postwar industrialisation, and later to address the huge differences in infrastructure brought about by the EastWest
divide. To date, Germany has proposed an assessment system for measuring living conditions in sub-regions in order to equalise living conditions across the
country. Through a fivesstep process of “indicator selection - factor analysis - regional classification - refinement of indicators - identification of characteristics”,
the comparison of each type of region with the national average is calculated, and the level of living conditions in that type of region is determined. It determines
the structural disadvantages and risks of the living conditions of each type of district, and provides the basis for subsequent policy support and funding. The
advantages are twofold: firstly, through scientific and systematic analysis of data, the key indicators describing living conditions are derived, and the differences
between districts and the national average are described objectively, with no hierarchy; secondly, the two-way indicators of “rigidity (objective allocation) and
flexibility (subjective evaluation)” are screened in the typology of districts, which makes it easy for the government/relevant stakeholders to more accurately
understand the living conditions. The second is to filter “rigid (objective allocation) and flexible (subjective evaluation)” two-way indicators after typifying living
conditions, so that the government/relevant stakeholders can understand the differences in living conditions more precisely. This is of scientific significance in
assessing the current situation of “public services and infrastructure” in the preliminary assessment of China’s territorial spatial planning, and also provides a
more accurate reference for the subsequent planning work, policy implementation and counterpart assistance.
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