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Abstract: In recent years, community regeneration in China has been transitioning from
“tabula rasa” to the micro regeneration that allows increasing public participation. However,
the focus of the “micro regeneration” remains to be physical refurbishment and it lacks
comprehensive attention to the urban poverty issues. Britain has extensive experience
in community regeneration, and it has also gone through several reforms. From 1990s,
the British regeneration has transitioned from physical renewal to comprehensive anti-
poverty initiatives, and the 2011 localism reform has induced a new model that is more
localised and socialised. This paper first summarises the three development stages of
British community regeneration and its theoretical foundation. Then, several issues within
the area-based initiatives of regeneration that have been widely promoted are identfied,
and the restructuring of community ecology, as a new reform direction of regeneration,
is introduced. The paper calles for focusing on human development in community
regeneration, to substantially increase people’s access to mainstream resources and their
capabilities for development. Based on the UK’s experience and China’s reality, the paper
finally raises four tips to help facilitate the transition of Chinese community regeneration
from physical refurbishment to human revitalisation, which includes making regeneration
scheme with both area- and people-based focus, establishing a multi-department and cross-
level working system, enhancing the participation of social actors and input of mainstream
resource, and improving appraisal and dynamic evaluation mechanism.
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